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Preface 


Most people have an opportunity to know their parents, grandparents, 
children, and grandchildren. Occasionally, one may know personally, his great 
grandparents and great grandchildren. Beyond these six generations most people 
seldom make an effort to learn of their earlier ancestors and they cannot know 
those who follow after them beyond the third generation. 


There are individuals who place so much emphasis on ancestry that they 
become a bore to their contemporaries. It is commonly said that one is not 
responsible for his ancestors and many people develop no interest in genealogy 
because of that fact. On the other hand, a knowledge of the personal traits, 
habits, characteristics and prefessions of one's ancestors, as well as the con- 
ditions under which they lived is a source of interest and pleasure.e Frequently, 
certain traditions as well as traits of character persist from generation to 
generation and give an indication of why we are what we ares 


The children of Louis Crawford and Kate (Myrick) Porter expressed an interest 
in their ancestry at a family reunion held in August, 1937 at the home of 
R. Howard and Hazel K. Porter in Ames, Iowa. At a second reunion held in 19,0 
at the home of Bernice M. and Belle W. Porter in Louisa, Virginia a definite 
plan was formulated by which information on our genealogy could be collected and 
ultimately made available to all. Bernice M. Porter and his wife, Belle, were 
authorized to obtain as much information as possible. The two younger brothers y 
R. Howard and Donald R. Porter were authorized to summarize the material and 
put it into a form that could be printed for the use of such posterity as might 
be interested. 


The major part of the information obtained is the result of the persistent 
and untiring efforts of Bernice and Belle Porter. They spent mich time in 
the D.A.R. Library in Washington, D.C. where exceptional courtesy was extended 
by the entire staff. They wrote numerous letters to County Officers as well as 
to individuals from whom they hoped that information could be obtained. Their 
findings are contained in two large notebooks of typewritten pages from which 
the principal part of this history has been taken. Without their generous 
contribution this present booklet could not have been prepared at this time. 
Hazel (Kintzley) Porter, wife of Howard, made an extensive search in the Iowa 
Historical Library in Des Moines and spent some time in the Newberry Library 
in Chicago and in the Fairbanks Library in Terre Haute, Indianae She also 
checked the 1953 Edition of the Encyclopaedia Britannica for vital statistics 
and names of people involved in the ancestry back to Numericus Julius Julus» 
Helen Rebecca Porter has recorded, in the Family Bible, dates of births, 
marriages and deaths of the descendants of our parents since the death of Kate 
(Myrick) Porter in 1919. The Family Bible has been a reliable source of informa~- 
tion and has been consulted freely. Each member of the family has contributed 
information for the charts that portray information on the descendants of our 


parents 
34134 


An important discovery was made by me while in the Historical Library in 
Des Moines. A book by David Starr Jordan dealing with the ancestry of presidents 
and vice-presidents of the United States was found to contain the genealogy of 
Charles W. Fairbanks, Vice-President 1905-1909. It was shown that he was a 
direat lineal descendant of Jonathan Fairbanks who came to America in 1633 and 
built the now famous Fairbanks House at Dedham, Massachusetts. Inasmuch as 
our mother, Kate E. Myrick was a direct lineal descendant of Jonathan Fairbanks , 
it is obvious that all the lines of ancestry given for Charles W. Fairbanks 
back of Jonathan are likewise authentic for our mother and her descendants. In 
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the latter part of this history the complete lines of descent from Numericus 
Julius Julus (a Roman) to Kate E. Myrick are given for 86 generations. This we 
submit is somewhat unique. 


The compilation of records obtained by those referred to in the previous 
paragraphs has made it possible to prepare this booklet which it is hoped will 
be of interest and value to the descendants of Louis C. Porter and Kate E. Myrick. 
It is possible, also, that other families may find information which will ad 
them in their search for genealogical data. 


It was obviously impossible to use all the detailed information obtained by 
Bernice and Belle Porter in this first summary which is designed as an historical 
record of our ancestors insofar as such could be obtained. It is hoped that 
important data have not been omitted. An attempt was made to make it as authentic 


as possible. 


We are indebted to Lois Evelyn Porter for typing the manuscript. Without 
her assistance the appearance of this booklet would have been further delayed. 
It is regrettable that its preparation was not completed earlier. uring the 
Second Vlorld Viar there was no time and from 196 to nearly 1953 I was in South 
America most of the time. The delay, however, has permitted the descendants of 
our parents to increase in number. 


Search for the ancestors of Lovis C. Porter has not been fruitful in that 
records are available to only the sixth generation back of him in one line. 
In the case of Kate E. Myrick, however, the lines of ancestry have been traced 
to Wales, England, Scotland, France, and xome. 


It seemed advisable to present the information available, beginning with 
the first ancestor in any family line that emigrated to America, whenever such 
information could be obtainede Charts have also been prepared by which ancestral 
lines can be easily traced from Colonial times to the time of our parents. A&A 
brief discussion is given of each generation that lived in America to make the 
charts more interesting and personal. In cases where information is available 
for European lines back of 1600 the data are given in chronological order from 
the earliest known ancestor down to our mother. 


R. Howard Porter 
Fort Collins, Colorado 
April 1955 
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Genealogy of our Porter Family 
(See Chart No. 1) 


Because our family name is "Porter" it is logical to start this history with 
what is known of the genealogy of our branch of the "Porters" in America. The 
first emigrant to America with tne name "Porter" was John Porter of \Windsor, 
Connecticut. There are many of his descendants in the United States but no lineal 
connection with him has been established. 


Robert Porter, who was born on the Isle of Bert, Loudenberry,s Ireland in 
1699 came to New Hampshire in 1720 and later moved to Woocester Township, 
Montgomery County, Pennsylvania. He may have been a direct ancestor of our father 
because it is known that our great great grandfather came from Pennsylvania. 


Another Porter family was established in Virginia by Samel Porter as the 
founder. He was born in Ireland about 1735 and emigrated to America in 1760. 
He may be our direct ancestor. 


Our first known ancestor with our family name was James Porter who was born 
in Pennsylvania January 2), 1783. He or his parents moved to Ohio before 1805 
because he was married to Polly (iMary) Jones at West Union, Adams County, Ohio 
August 1, 1805. To this union were born 15 children, one of whom was Jehu Brooks 
Jones Porter on July 12, 1810. James Porter and his family moved to Fountain 
County, Indiana in 1830. James died there on September 3, 183 at the age of 
Sl years, 7 months and 10 days. 


JeB.J. Porter married Rebecca Ogle on August 30, 1835 in fountain County, 
Indiana. kebecca was the daughter of Thomas Ogle and Anna (Jones) Ogle. She 
was born March 26, 1815 in Maryland or Pennsylvania. Her mother was the sister 
of Jehu's mother, hence Jehu and his wife-.were first cousins. The children 
of Jehu and Rebecca Forter numbered 6 boys and 6 girls and all but one of the le 
(a girl) grew to maturity. Jehu helped build the first Fort in what is now the 
city of Chicago. 


Jehu moved with his family to Jones County, Iowa in a covered wagon in 
July, 1851 and beught a farm of 1973 acres near Fairview. He lived on that farm 
until his death December 25, 1887. Rebecca died in Anamosa, Iowa, February 8, 
1902. 


The fourth son of Jehu and Rebecca Porter was Louis Crawford, born January 
31, 1850 near Attica, Indiana. He was 18 months old when his parents moved to 
Towa. It is evident that Louis C. Porter was the grandson of James Porter which 
is as far back in known genealogy of Porters as present information extends. 
Through Rebecca Ogle, however, the line extends to David Jones and Mary (Brooks ) 
Jones and to John Ogle as shown on chart No. l. 


Louis C. Porter worked for his father until he was 21 years of age, then 
worked for Jule Peet near Martelle, Iowa until he was married to Kate E. liyrick 
in 1879 when he bought 0 acres, north of Grand Junction, from his father-in-law, 
Frank Myrick. Louis had sold an 80 acre tract in Sac County, fowa in order to 
purchase the land in Greene County. 


Following the purchase of land in Greene County, Iowa and his marriage, 
Louis and his bride started life together in a three room house on the land he 
had bought. In 1887 they bought the balance of the Myrick farm and moved into 
the larger house. Three children were born to them while they lived in Greene 
County. 
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In March, 1888, the farm was sold and the family moved back to Jones County, 
Iowa to the farm of Jehu Porter who had died. While in Jones county another child 
was born. They farmed the old home place until 1890 when they moved to Keha Paha 
County, Nebraska where three brothers of Louis--Jay, John, and Sam--had land. In 
that new location they lived for 11 years and suffered serious privations caused 
by hailstorms, drouth and grasshoppers. It was a terrific struggle to make a 
living for the growing family even with the help of the older children. Four more 
children were born near the inland town of Norden. Finally, in 1901 the family 
was able to obtain enough cash to move back to Grand Junction in Greene County, 
Iowa where a new life was started again. Louis was 51 and Kate was 45 but they 
bravely struggled to rebuild their losses and educate the children as best they 
could. Their youngest daughter, Kathleen, was born after their return to Iowa. 
For four years they lived in town while the father and the two oldest boys worked 
on the township roads. In 1905 a 110 acre farm east of Grand Junction was rented 
and farmed until 1907 when a 200 acre farm 33 miles southeast of Grand Junction 
was rented. There the family lived until 1913 when Louis Porter died of apoplexy. 
He had worked beyond his strength for many years and had undergone much concern 
and worry about the future. After the death of Louis the family (those at nome) 
moved to a house in Grand Junction where they lived until the death of Kate Myrick 
Porter in July 1919. This couple had spent their later years among old friends in 
Greene County and had witnessed the development and growth of their children. 


Louis and Kate Porter both loved music. They inherited good natural voices 
and wherever they lived sang in the church choir. A major part of the home 
entertainment was family singing around the organ until very late years when a 
piano was available. The old songs that were taught to their children have not 
been forgotten and occasionally one of the old favorites is heard on the radio 
even though somewhat modified. This msical interest and talent was inherited 
by each of their children and is evident also among their grandchildren. 


Louis and Kate Porter were hardy, hard working pioneers of the middle west. 
They were honest citizens, loyal and loving parents and deeply religious ina 
broad sense. They believed in the church and in its basic necessity to help 
mold the character of their children and of all children. They left their 
children no money but they left a memory and a moral and spiritual heritage that 
money can never buy. We, their descendants, are the richer because they lived. 


Louis and Kate Porter had nine children and all grew to maturity and married 
except the oldest one, Forest Leslie, who died November 28, 1880 just 2h days 
after birth. The names of the other eight children with date anc place of birth 
of each one are given in the following section under the title, "Descendants 
of Louis C. Porter and Kate E. Myrick." 


Descendants of Louis C. Porter and Kate E. Iifyrick 


I. First Generation 


Name Date of Birth Place of Birth 
Bertha Evelyn Porter July 17, 1082 Grand Junction, Iowa 
Bernice Myrick Porter July 3, 1887 Grand Junction, Iowa 
Bernard Russell Porter Feb. 21, 1889 Martelle, Iowa 

Helen Rebecca Porter June 2, 1891 Norden, Nebraska 
Rupert Howard Porter Dec. 31, 1892 Norden, Nebraska 
Dorothy Marie Porter Dec. li, 189) Norden, Neoraska 
Donald Rockviell Porter Dece 24, 1900 Norden, Nebraska 


Kathleen Marjorie Porter April 23, 1902 Grand Junction, Iowa 
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II. Second, Third, and Fourth Generations. 


| To facilitate ease of reference, the descendants of each member of the first 
generation are shown in chart numbers 2 to 8 inclusive. 


A summary of these respective charts showing the total descendants of each 
son or daughter of Louis C. Porter and Kate tlyrick is as follows: 


First Generation Number in Subsequent Generations 
Children Gr. Children Gr. Grandchildren 


Bertha (Porter) Hillman 3 6 3 living 
1 deceased 
Bernice Myrick Porter 1 dec. 
Bernard Russell Porter (dec.) a 2 
Helen Porter Haseltine Hauser BE 5 
R. Howard Porter 5 hy 
Dorothy Porter Joy yo 6 
Donald Kockwell Porter 3 @) 
Kathleen (Porter) Troutner 0 
“1 (living) ~23 3 (living) 


It can be noted that there are now 5; living descendants of Louis and Kate 
Porter. Bertha has 12 descendants, Dorothy has 10, Howard has 9, Helen has 6; 
Donald has 3, Kathleen has l, and there are 3 living descendants of Bernard. 
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Genealogy of Kate Evelyn liyrick 
(See Charts 9 to 17 Inclusive) 


Myrick genealogy comprises many generations and many family lines as will be 
discovered in the succeeding pages. As previously indicated, this part of the 
history starts with the first ancestor with the name "Myrick" who came to America. 
The name "Myrick" underwent changes in spelling from .ieuric to Merrick, Mirick, 
and Myrick. 


John Merrick was born in Vales and came to America about 1636, settling 
at Charleston, \iassachusetts. Three of his brothers came on the same ship. John 
was a cooper by trade and had a shop on the waterfront in Charleston. He married 
a woman by the name of Hopestill in 1641. There were 11 children born to this 
union. The date of John's death is recorded on chart 10 but the date of his 
wife's death is not available. 


The fifth child and third son of John (Chart 10) was John the fourth who 
married Elizabeth Trowbridge. He (John lth) was a tanner by trace and was admitted 
a freeman at Watertown, Massachusetts, July 21, 1685. He apparently saw service 
as a soldier and in Bond's "History of “latertown" it is recorded that he was 
killed by Indians at Groton, Massachusetts July 21, 1706. Elizabeth died at Newton, 
Massachusetts. 


John and Elizabeth Mirick (Myrick) had 11 children and the 7th one (third 
son) was James (1st) born at Newton, Massachusetts (Chart 10.) He married 
Elizabeth Woolson and they had seven children of whom the fourth was James (2nd) 
who married Dorothy Fairbanks (Charts 10 and 12). James (2nd) was a soldier in 
the French and Indian Wars and alse in the Revolutionary War. His name is on 
the Muster Roll of 1757 and later he was one of the "minute men" who left his plow 
and team to answer the Concord call. He was captain of a company that marched to 
reinforce General Gates at Saratoga. ‘le died of camp distemper in Boston, leaving 
his wife, two sons and six daughters. Dorothy, his wife, died at Princeton, 
Massachusetts. 


The second son of James Myrick and Dorothy Fairbanks was James the third 
(Chart 9). He married Esther Coye and they moved to Butternuts, Otsego County, 
New York where their 17 children were born and all raised under the same roof. 

The boys nad only a common school education and the girls had much the same, 
except two who attended Gilbertsville Academy for a few terms and became school 
teachers. The family apparently operated a farm, producing most of their own food 
and clothing. Esther preceded James in death and he married Mrs. Aby Lewis, but 
no children were born to this latter union. 


The third child of James Myrick and Esther Coye was Orlando (Chart 9). 
He married Polly Clark whose date of birth has not been found. Orlando was a 
farmer and a carpenter. He and Polly had seven children, three of whom died 
either in infancy or at the ages of one and two years» Lucy Miria died at 18 
years of ages Polly, the mother died in 1842 and Orlando married again in 18hh 
and a third time in 1860, leaving no children by either subsequent marriage. He 
moved to Anamosa, Iowa in 1875 to be with his two sons and a daughter there. 
He became mentally ill, was moved to the State Hospital at Independence, Iowa 
and died there. 


Francis Henry Myrick was the third child of Orlando and Polly Myrick 
(Chart 9). He was born near Gilbertsville, New York. When he was 16 his mother 
died and he went to live with his mother's brother Uncle Titue Clark and his wife 
Aunt Nancy. Frank, as he was called, married Helen Tryphaena Rockwell. They 
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lived on a farm near Gilbertsville, New York where their three children were born. 
The oldest one, George, died from scalding at little over one year of age. Kate 
Evelyn (Chart 9) and Charles Rockwell, the other two children grew to maturity and 


married. 


In 1862 Frank and his family moved to Iowa in a covered wagon by way of 


| Whitewater, Wisconsin. They settled at Anamosa, Iowa but in 1870 bought a farm 


north of Grand Junction, Iowa in Greene County and lived there until 1879 when 
they moved to Des Moines living there until 1890. While in Greene County, Frank 
and Helen Myrick and their daughter Kate became charter members of the Presbyterian 


| Church at Grand Junction, Iowa. They joined their daughter Kate and family in 
_ Nebraska in 1890. Helen died in 1893 while on a visit to Hawarden, Iowa, and 
Frank continued to live with his daughter and family in Nebraska and at Grand 


Junction, Iowa until his death at Cherokee, Iowa. He was nearly 86 years of age 


| at the time of his death. 


Frank Myrick was a man who loved music. He was in charge of the singing 


_ School at Gilbertsville, N. Y. and taught singing school in Iowa in the early 
| days, travelling on horseback to school houses for social gatherings. He had an 
_ unusually good, natural bass voice and taught his grandchildren many old songs. 


Kate Evelyn Myrick, the only daughter of Francis and Helen Myrick was born 
near Gilbertsville, New Yorke She was six years old when her parents moved to 
Iowa in a covered wagon: She lived with her parents in Jones County, Iowa, 
moved with them to Greene County, Iowa in 1870 when she was 1) years of age, 
attended school near Grand Junction and later obtained a certificate to teach 
school. At the age of 23 she married Louis C. Porter (See history of Porters). 


Genealogy of Ancestors of Francis H. Myrick 
in Families with Other than the "ifyrick" Name 


ilembers of Fairbanks, Atherton, Woolson, Trowbridge, Prescott, Marshall, 
Houghton, and Wilder families married with "Myrick" men and limited information 
is available concerning the first emigrants of these families to come to America. 
In the following paragraphs a brief sketch of those members directly concerned 
in this genealogical tree is presented. 


The Fairbanks Family 
(See Chart 12) 


Jonathan Fairbanks was born in England about 1598. He married Grace Lee 
and their five children were all born in England. The family came to America 
in 1633, living at Boston. In 1636 he moved to Dedham where he built what is 
now considered the oldest frame house in the United States. The Fairbanks! 
descendants maintain this house. The dates of birth, death and marriage of 
each descendant concerned with Myrick ancestry are given in charts 9 and 12, 
hence a repetition of these dates is unnecessarye 


Jonas, the third son of Jonathan was a farmer and a carpenter. He married 
lydia Prescott, they moved to Lancaster, Massachusetts and Jonas was one of the 
Fathers of the town. He was killed by Indians during a raid of the settlement 
February 10, 1676. 


The sixth child and fourth son of Jonas and lydia Fairbanks was Jabez. He 
was a soldier and a captain in the Indian Wars and in 1697 during an Indian raid 
was instrumental in saving the lives of many in the Garrison. He was elected 
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to the General Court four different times and was highly respected in his community. 
He married Mary Wilder and their fourth son was Thomas who was likewise a soldier 
in the Indian Wars. He wag a Deacon in the church. He married Dorothy Carter and 
their third child and first daughter was Dorothy Fairbanks who married James 

Myrick the second in 1762 (Chart No. 9). 


The Atherton Family 
(See Chart 10) 


Major General Humphrey Atherton was the founder of the Atherton family in 
America. He was born in England about 1609 and came to Boston August 8, 1635. 
His wife and several children were with him, He was noted for his gallantry in wars 
against the Indians and was a man of great influence in his community. He was 


thrown from his horse while reviewing his troops on Boston common and died September 
16, 1661. 


Major General Atherton's daughter Margaret (See Chart 10) married Deacon 
James Trowbridge. Elizabeth Trowbridge, a daughter of this union, married John 
Mirick the fourth whose grandson James Mirick the second married Dorothy Fairbanks. 
James Mirick the second, therefore was the great grandson of Wargaret Atherton. 


The Atherton family was prominent in England but the direct ancestors of 
Humphrey Atherton have not been determined with certainty. 


The Trowbridge Family 
(See Charts 10 and 1h) 


Thomas Trowbridge was born in England and married Elizabeth Marshall 
(Chart No. 10}, They came to America about 1636 and their third son James was 
born after the family emigrated. Thomas was a traveler and Spent tine in England 
and the West Indies. He apparently returned to England and died there. James 
first lived at Dorchester, Massachusetts as a boy but the family moved to New Haven, 
Connecticut in 161. He married Margaret Atherton who bore seven children, the 
oldest being Elizabeth. James Trowbridge became a Deacon, was elected to the 
general court and was a prominent citizen in his community. 


Elizabeth Trowbridge married John Mirick to which reference has already 
been made in the discussion of the Atherton family (Chart No. 10). 


The Woolson Family 
(See Chart 10) 


Thomas Woolson (Chart 10) emigrated to America from England in 1653, 
coming to Cambridge, Massachusetts. He married Sarah Hyde and their daughter 
Mary Woolson married James Mirick the first, 


The Prescott Family 
(See Chart 12) 


John Prescott emigrated to Boston from Yorkshire, England by way of 
Barbados in 160. He later settled at Lancaster. He was distinguished for his 
bravery and genius. He earned his living as a farmer, a blacksmith, and a mill- 
wright. John Prescott married Mary Platts in England and they had 6 children, 
the youngest of whom was Lydia, born after the family came to America, lydia 
married Jonas Fairbanks (Chart 12) and her descendants trace through the Fairbanks 
family. 
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It is through Lydia (Prescott) Fairbanks that it is possible to trace ancestry 
back to France and Rome as will be discussed later. 


It has also been possible to trace the Myrick line back 31 generations beyond 
Kate Evelyn Myrick to Wales and England. Subsequent charts will illustrate the 
lines of descent from Cadvan, King of North Wales. Chart 11 traces back to Meuric, 
a descendant of Cadvan. 


Carter, Houghton and Wilder Families 
(See Chart 12) 


The Carter, Houghton and Wilder families together with Prescott, Sawyer 
and Brooks families contributed to the ancestry of Dorothy Fairbanks. Many dates 
of births, marriages and deaths are not available but by consulting chart No. 12 
the inter-relationship of these several families can be noted. For example, 
Nathaniel and Thomas Wilder were brothers and at the same time great-grandfathers 
of Dorothy Fairbanks. Similarly, Thomas Wilder and his wife Anna were twice 
great-great grandparents of Dorothy Fairbanks through her parental and maternal 
lines. Furthermore, John Prescott and Mary Platts were not only great-great 
grandparents of Dorothy Fairbanks but great-preat-great grandparents as well, 
since they were parents of Mary Prescott who married Thomas Sawyer. 


It is unnecessary to attempt further discussion of the other lines that 
contributed to the genealogy of Francis H. ilyrick because so little is known about 
them. The charts, however, give names and will thus be of interest to many who 
wish to study them. Chart 13, ffor example, deals with the Marshall family. 


Genealogy of Ancestors af Helen Tryphaena Hockwell 
Mother of Kate E. Myrick 
(Charts 9,15,16, and 17) 


In the preceding pages the ancestors of Kate E. Myrick on the paternal side 
have been briefly discussed and presented on charts back te and including those 
who first came to America. In the following pages a similar procedure will be 
followed for the maternal side. Kate Myrick's mother was a Rockwell, hence this 
study of the maternal ancestors will start with the first Rockwell ancestor that 
came to America. (See Charts 9 and 15). 


The first direct ancestor of Helen Tryphaena Rockwell with the family name to 
come to America was Deacon William Rockwell who landed in Massachusetts in 1630 
from the ship "Mary John." Little information concerning him has been found, 
but his son John appeared in Stamford, Connecticut in 1639 and in 1667 the town 
meeting voted that John Rockwell Sr. be granted liberty to mow and have the grass 
on Moroton Island, "as long as he shall live in Stamford." He apparently moved to 
Rye, New York in 1669. He married Elizabeth Weed of Stamford and they had a son 
John Jr. and two daughters. It has not been possible to find the name of the 
woman that John Jr. married, nor the date of his birth or marriage. 


John Rockwell Jr. had three children and the second one was Thomas who married 
Sarah Resco at Norwalk, Connecticut. Thomas and his brother Jonathan were very 
prominent in their community. The name "Rockwell" signified "For God and King." 


The fourth child and third son of John and Sarah Rockwell was Jabez, born at 
Ridgefield, Connecticut. He married Kezia (Kesiah) and they moved to Danbury after 
the birth of their two children. He died at Danbury when his oldest son Jabez Jr. 
was 17 years of age. 
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Jabez Rockwell Jr. was married three times and children were born to each wife. 
The first wife was Elizabeth Sperry. They apparently lived at Danbury where their 
four children were born with the possible exception of the youngest one who may 
have been born at Butternuts, New York. In 1777 the British burned Danbury and 
Jabez lost *)1189,00 Sometime. before 1800 the family moved to butternuts, 
Otsego County, New York, Jabez Jr. enlisted in the 6th Regiment under Col. Samuel 
H. Parsons May 9, 1775 and was discharged November 17, 1775. He reenlisted 
February 16, 1777 in the 7th Regiment which was sent to join Genera? Washington's 
Army in Pennsylvania. He fought at the Battle of Germantown, October |,, 1777 and 
spent the winter at Valley Forge. He fought in the Battle of Monmouth June 2851778, 
passed the winter at Reading, served under General Heath on the cast side of the 
Hudson, was at Morristown during the winter of 1779-80 and was discharged February 
16, 1780 after three years of service. He crossed the Delaware with General 
Washington to help capture the British at Trenton. 1936996 


An interesting episode concerning Jabez Rockwell Jr. dea’3s with his powder 
horn, now in the museum, and given to him by General Washington. At Valley Forge, 
a few cattle were driven into camp when the Army was indlre need of food. The 
demand for horns was so great that General Washington decided the distribution by 
allowing the men to guess a selected number between 1500 and 2000, Only one man 
guessed the correct number, 1776, but nine others who came nearest in their 
guesses were given horns. Jabez Rockwell Jr. was one of them, and he carved his 
name and later the words, "First used at Monmouth, June 28, 1778" and "last used 
at Yorktown, 1781." This last date seems incorrect because Jabez was discharged 
in 1780. Jabez Jr. died at his home at RButternuts, New York. 


The oldest child of Jabez Rockwell and Elizabeth Sperry was Benjamin, born 
at Danbury, Connecticut. He was about 28 years old when he moved to Butternuts, 
Otsego County, New York with his wife, Tryphaena Starr, At that time they had 
¢ children. They were pioneers in Otsego County where three or four more children 
were born. There were seven sons and each one's first name had the initial letter 
"A". They were Ard, Ashbel, Amos, Andrew, Asahel, Anson, and Almon. 


Anson hockwell was born at Butternuts, New York and married Hannah Thorpe 
Coy (See Chart No. 9). He grew up on his father's farm and was a weaver by 
trade. In the census of 1850 he was listed as head of a family and living with his 
family was his mother Tryphaena Starr Rockwell and his wife's father Jason Coy. 
Anson and Hannah had five daughters, all born in New York. He lived in New York 
State until after 1852 when he moved to Whitewater, Wisconsin and worked in the 
woolen mills. He died at Delaware, Wisconsin at 83 years of ages 


The oldest child of Anson and Hannah (Coy) Rockwell was Helen Tryphaena 
Rockwell. She was born at Butternuts, New Yok and attended the Gilbertsville 
Academy, demonstrating a gift in art and poetry. Her book of poems is in 
possession of Helen Porter Hauser in Denver, Colorado. Shey together with other 
Rockwells and Myricks possessed a fine natural voice and the church choir at 
Butternuts was famed for the quality of music rendered. No doubt their love of 
music brought her and Frank Myrick together. As she grew older she lived with her 
daughter's family. She taught her grand children many songs and also knitted 
many mittens and other garments for them. She and Frank lyrick were married at 
Butternuts, New York and as has been reparted in the Myrick genealogy they had 
three children, two of whom grew to maturity and married. She died at Hawarden, 
Iowa on a visit to her sister-in-law and family, Kit Musson. Her only daughter 
was Kate Evelyn IMyrick whose history is given in the chapter on the "Myrick" 
family together with that of her parents who moved to Iowa, living first at 
Anamosa, then Greene County and later in Des Moines. 
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Families that Inter-Married with "Rockweils" 


ilembers of families that inter-married with the Rockwell family and for whon 
some information is available include the Starr, Sperry, Taylor, Ruggles, Weed, and 
Coye families. A study of charts 9, 15, 16, and 17 will enable the reader to note 
the various lines of descent from these families to Helen Tryphaena Rockwell. 
A brief discussion of tne Starr, Taylor, and Yleed families follows: 


The Starr Family 
(See charts 9 and 16) 


Our first direct ancestor of the Starr family to come to America was Dr. Comfort 
Starr: He was born in Kent County England and his father was Thomas Starr. Dr. 
Comfort Starr became a man of means and influence in England serving as a surgeon 
and also as a pillar in the church of St. Mary at Ashford. He came to New England 
on the ship "Hercules" in 1634, bringing with him three childven and three servants. 
He settled first at Cambridge, Massachusetts then moved to Boston. His wife 
Elizabeth came to America on a separate journey and brought with her the other 
children. Dr. Starr and his wife Elizabeth died at Boston about two years apart, 
his wife preceding him. 


Dr. Comfort and Elizabeth Starr had 7 children, all born in England. The 
oldest child was Thomas who studied medicine with his father and became Dr, Thomas 
Starr, a surgeon. He served as medical officer to the Colonial forces sent against 
the Pequot Indians. His wife's name was Rachel (Harris?) but no record of her 
family has been founde Dr. Thomas was apparently a man with convictions because 
on March 6, 1637 when he was about 26 years of age he was arraigned before the 
court for speaking against a court order about swine. He said the law was against 
God's law and he would not obey it. He was fined 201 (shillings?) but 13 days 
later the fine was reduced to 51 because of his voyage against the Pequots. In 
1638 the law was repealed but not his fine, 


There were 8 children born to Dr. Thomas and Rachel Starr and the youngest, 
Josiah, was born three years before his father's death. His mother moved to 
Hempstead, Long Island to be near Elizabeth Starr Treadwell, a daughter of Rachel. 
Josiah left Long Island in 1693 with several neighbors and located at Danbury, 
Connecticut. He was one of 7 patentees named in the grant made in 1/702 which 
gave town privileges to Danbury. He was commissioned Lieutenant in 1710, was 
Captain of the First Company in 1713 and served as Deputy to the court until his 
death, This was a position of honor and distinction. His wife's name was 
Rebekah, but no other information concerning her has been obtained. 


Captain Josiah and Rebekah had five children and the third one, a son, was 
John Starr. He, like his father became a man of wealth and distinction. He was 
sent as Deputy to the court for four consecutive years and was chosen lieutenant 
and later captain of the North Company. No trace of the name of his wife is 
available presumably because Danbury was burned by the British in 1777 and many 
records were destroyed. Captain John Starr died at Danbury at the age of 65, 


Captain John Starr and his wife had 6 children, the youngest of whom died 
younge The second son was Jonathan who was born in Danbury, Comnecticut. He was 
first a sergeant, later a lieutenant in the "Training Band" of his town. He was a 
wealthy land owmer but died in middle age. He married Rachel Taylor, sne later 
married Samuel Gregory after the death of her first husband, 
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Jonathan and Rachel (Taylor) Starr had 7 children and the oldest one was a 
daughter, named Tryphaena. She was born at Danbury, Connecticut. When she was 15 
years of age her father was captured by the British and at 18 years of age she 
married Jabez Rockwell at Danbury. In 1790, she and her husband moved to 
Butternuts, New York as mentioned in the Rockwell genealogy. A reference to chart 
Nos 9 will show that Tryphaena Starr was the maternal grandmother of Helen 
Tryphaena Rockwell who married Frank H. Myrick. 


The Taylor Family 
(See Charts 16 and 17) 


The Taylor family lived at Haverhill, England and the first one known to be 
an ancestor in the Rockwell genealogy was Thomas Taylor who left a will in 1572 
naming his son John who in turn left a will dated 1626. It is not known who the 
son of John Taylor was but it is presumed that the John Taylor who came to America 
on the ship Arabella in 1630 was the grandson of Thomas Tayloz of Havernill. 
John the second came to America on the ship "Arabella" landing at Salem, 
Massachusetts June 12, 1630. Governor \vinthrop came on the same boat. John Taylor 
the second was made a freeman in 1631, He moved to the west side of Sawyer's 
River in 1638 and his wife and child died soon afterward. later, John Taylor 
married a widow-—Rhoda and they settled at Windsor, Connecticut in 1639. John 
was a juryman in 160 and hela in high esteem. He had land that joined with 
Rockwell land, 


A son of Thomas and xhoda Taylor, Thomas the second, born at Windsor, 
Connecticut became a goldsmith by trade, he was made freeman in 1669 and repre- 
sented the town of Norwalk, Connecticut in the gencral assembly. In 168) he, 
with many others, began a settlement northwest of Norwalk which later became 
Danbury. He married Rebecca, the daughter of Edward Ketchum and they had 7 
sons and 3 daughters, The first and third of the children, two boys, became 
ancestors of Helen Tryphaena Rockwell. They were Thomas and Josephe 


Thomas married Abagail Benedict and their daughter Mary Taylor married 
Benjamin Sperry whose daughter Elizabeth Sperry married Jabez Rockwell. Joseph 
Taylor married Sarah (last name not known) and they resided at Danbury. Their 
third child, Rachel, married Jonathan Starr the first. Thus, another interesting 
inter-relationship among families in those early colonial days is evident. For 
example, Mary Taylor and Rachel Taylor were cousins and great-great grandmothers 
of Helen Tryphaene Itockwell, both inthe paternal line of ancestry. Also Thomas 
and Joseph Taylor, brothers, were great-great-great grandfathers, and Thomas 
Taylor and Rebecca Ketchum were twice great~great-great-great grandparents of 
Helen T. Rockwell. 


The Weed Family 
(See Chart 15) 


Limited information on the history of the Weed family has been obtained. 
Apparently, the name "Weed" represents the English equivalent of the French word 
"Grasse" or "De Grasse". People with the name De Grasse were French Huguenots 
and many of the Huguenots fled from France to Holland before and after the great 
massacre in 1572 in France which led to the French Revolutione Three brothers 
with the name "Grasse" took the name "Vleed" and came to America, They located in 
Fairfield County, one at Stamford and the others at Danbury, Connecticut. 
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Jonas Weed may or may not be a relative of the De Grasse brothers but he came 
to Watertown, Massachusetts in 1631. The name of his wife has not been determined 
but his daughter Elizabeth Weed married John Rockwell Sr. (See Chart No. 15.) 


Early European Ancestors 
of Kate Evelyn Myrick 


George Byron Merrick published a book entitled "Genealogy of the Myrick 
Family" in which he gives the lines of descent fran Cadvan, King of North Wales 
to the Miricks in America. Thus, there is available one conti:mous line of 
ancestry from Kate E. fyrick back to the end of the 6th century in Wales. It is 
difficult to present this line in chart form, hence the following outline has been 
used, giving in some cases, specific items of interest for individuals where - 
such is available. The outline as here presented starts with Cadvan and continues 
down for 33 generations to Kate %. Myrick. 


1. Cadvan (Catamus), King of North Wales at end of 6th Century A.D. at 
Abberffraw. 


2. Name of Cadvan's son is not available. 
3. King Cadwaladr, last crowned King of the British race--grandson of 
Cadvan, founded Parish Church at Bodorgan, reign began 680 A.D. 
he Idival Twrch 
5. Rhodvi Molwyng, A-D. 703 
6. Conan, Prince of North Wales, A.D. 720 
7. Essylt, daughter of Conan and married to Mervyn Vrych; King of Powys. 
8. Rhodri Mowr (Roderick the Great), King of all Wales, began his reign 
A.D. 843 and fell in battle a.D. 876. 
9. Llowarch Ap Bran, Lord D ifonan 
10. Mereydd Ap Llowarch 
ll. Mereydd Ap Llowarch Ap Bran of Berdorgan 
12, Eva, married Einion Sais 
13. Cydafael Ynnyd 
Ly. Samuel 
15 2 Wadoc 
16. Tydyr 
17. Torworth 
18. Davydd 
19. Zinion Sais (Saxon) 
20. Heylin of Bordorgan 
21. Llewellyn Ap Heylin 
92. Meuric, left a will dated 1538. Was captain of the guard at the Coronation 
of Henry VIII, April 15, 1509. From Meuric was derived "Meyrick", meaning 
"euardian." This was required by Henry VIII, namely that the name of a 
man at the time of the act should be borne as a surname by his descendants. 
Meuric's castle at Bordorgan, Wales is reputed to be still in the Myrick 
family. 
23. Rev. John ileyrick (lyric), the lst, born 1513, Hector of Llandachya, Wales. 
2h. Rev. Vim. Myric, born 1516 
25. John Merric, the 2nd, b. 1579 
26. John lierrick 3rd, b. 161), came to America in 1636 
27. John biirick lth, b. 1655 
28. James Mirick, the first, b. 1696 
29. James Wlirick the 2nd, be 1733 
30. James ilirick 3rd, be 1771 
31. Orlando Myrick, be. 1799 
32. Francis Henry Myrick, b. 1826 
33. Kate Evelyn Myrick, b. 1856 


ao si dud erertord win ‘ 


ri cakereteb esd Jor. e ey eet 
(.2f. co J46Hd: 


“aoe 


wert sts Fo vege taeshaag patainay'd 
eeLeW ddaeli To gait MEY HED moat ans. 

Yo satl guoeettaas-erte- efdplisvs: 

ef 31 .eefsd mE wists, ddd ei? To hing 
mecd esd eatitue gniwollot ey sone | gTO 

eon alevbinfbrt tot Weretar. to 8 

cengttnoo bas may bso stew airste petners 


#2 C4, 


ts .J.A vauptue) dtd to foe te pola 
7 — aes 
age Bhs You. Eva noe et regis “39% 
to nOehasty~-eost A Helgi: to gaia ‘Pstwoto seal thakabeden 
083 nagsd oetet grzobod Fs akerggat detred bobauct 
dow? Levtbt 
€0T .G.4 <anywictt ivbods 
OST «GA peaksi! ctroll to sontyT eae 
vol to sofd doy. ayy of bedvxalt Gag gencd to teddgued e3L (ee 
tot ein aaqged ,caish! fle to anga .(tee30 eft *oltebhos) swotl babe 
OVE .GA oiaded nt fet bos Eu6 « 
nenoN C biol ned gé dow 
fotewoll gk bby: m 
nsytobiod To mevd gA dorswoll gé bb a ) 
else notald beirtem 
bysin fostel 
5 
(none?) eke? a 
neytobiol Yo ¢ 
nilyel qé @ 
tolisne1o0 sft $8 byetg eit to tatqre eel - GEer bedab Iitew s diel eS sual 
giinsem ,"Hofsyel! Sevigsb esw obwell mort (eoer vo ftiqé ITTV yore ie 
& io omati sit Jedd ylemen .ITIV vine yd Baxtupes asw abit? " celbrsss 


soheb eld yd smote 65 on ented Sd olvede tes ent to omtt eitt a 
“uy odt oi Dfide. é6¢ of bottaer at Beben efipp rob 108 ts eltess e'o th 


Le esydosbasil to vodseil ,€0eL prod tek oad Lotayl:) ai 
Shel nuod abn t,o 
Rel od bnS ons , 
Stal at soltemA ‘ot BIRO a od 


ie 


As a conclusion of this section dealing with the Myricks from Wales it 
may be of interest to quote one paragraph from the history of the Myrick amily 
by Byron Merrick as follows: 


"The Meyricks are the purest and noblest of Cambrian blood, and have 
possessed the same estate and residence at Bordorgan, Anglesey Wales, without 
interruption, above one thousand years. They have the rare distinction of being 
lineally descended from both the Sovereign Prince of Viales of the Welsh Royal 
Family, and from King Edward the First, whose eldest son was the first Prince 
of the English Royal Family to carry the title, Prince of Weles,"' 


The longest line of ancestry yet found is also through the Myrick line to 
Dorothy Fairbanks, thence to Lydia Prescott and through her to England, Scotland, 
France and Rome. This line of descent goes back 85 generations beyond Kate E, 
Myrick and is given in outline form starting with Numericus Julius Julus of kome 
and extending directly to Kate E. Myrick. 


1. Numericus Julius Julus, lst 
2+ lucius Julius Julus 
3, Caius Julius Julus, lst 
4. Caius Julius Julus, 2nd 
5e Caius Julius Julus, 3rd 
6. Lucius Julius Julus, 2nd 
7. Lucius Julius Julus, 3rd 
8. lucius Julius Libo, Ist 
90 lucius Julius Libo, 2nd 
10. Numericus Julius Caesar 
ll. Lucius Julius Caesar, lst 
12, Sextus Julius Caesar, lst 
13. Sextus Julius Caesar, 2nd 
1h. lucius Julius Caesar, 2nd. Author of Julian Law and father of 
Caius Julius Caesar ‘6 Bc 
1S, Julia 
16. Mark Antony 
17, Antonia ilinor, married Claudus Drusus 
18. Claudius, Emperor of Rome Sh-l1 A.D, 
19, Genissa, .married Arviragus, King of Britons, Arviragus was a fourth 
generation descendant of Heli, King of Britons 
20. Marius, King 74 A.D, 
21. Coilus, First Christian King, sent missicnaries to Britons 
eée Athildis, married Marcomir IV, King of Franks A.D. 128, 
23. Clodomir III, King of Franconians, died A.D. 166 
2h. Faraher, King, died 186 A.D. 
25. Sunno, King, died 213 A.D. 
26, Hilderic, King, died 253 A.D. 
27. Bartherus, King, died 272 A.D. 
Pi Clodius Iil, d. 298 
29. Walter, King, d. 306. 
30, [Tagobert, King, d. 317 
31. Cledomir Iv, King of Franks, d. 319 
3@o Richimir II, King, Captured by Emperor Julian and slain in battle 350 ALD. 
33 Theodomir, King in 350, slain 360 
3h. Clodius V 
35. Dagobert, First Duke under Romans 
36. Genebold, Duke, d. 19 
37. Argotta, Mother of all Kings of France 
38. Clodio or Clodius, d. lS 
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Sigimerus I, married the daughter of Ferroleus Tonantius. 

Ferroleus 

Ausbert , do 570 

Arnooldusy d. 601 

St. Arnolph, First Major Domus of Clothary 

Anchises or Angegisus 

Pepin of Heristal, d. 71, Founder of Carlovingian line of Frankish Kings 
Charles Martel, bs 690, ds 71, had authority of kings but never bore 
the title 

Pepin le Bref (Peppin III) b. 71h, do 768 

Charles the First (Charlemagne) , King of Franks and Roman Emperor. 

be 7h2, d. 81 

louis I, the Pious, b. 778, d. 80 


» Charles II, the Bald, b. 823, de 877 


Louis II, the Stammerer, b. 816, d. 879 

Charles III, the Simple, b 829, d. 929 

Louis IV, b. 921, d. 95h, King of France and grandson of Edward the 
Elder, King of England 

Albert I, Count of Vermandois 

Herbert III, Count of Vermandois 

Otho, Count of Vermandois 

Herbert IV, Count of Vermandois 

Countess Adelheid, married Prince Hugh Magnus who was the great, 
great grandson of Hugh Magnus 

Isabel de Vermandois, married William, Earl of Warren 

Ada de Warren, married Henry, Earl of Northumberland who was the son 
of David I, King of Scotland 

David, Earl of Huntington, d. 1219 

Margaret, married Alan, Lord of Galloway and Constable of Scotland 
Helen McDonal, married Roger de Quincy, Earl of Winchester, Magna Charta 
Surety and Crusader 

Elene de Quincy, married Sir Alan Zouche 

Roger Zouche, d- 1285 


> Alan Zouche, b. 1267 


Maude Zouchey married Sir Robert Holland 

Jennet Holland, married Sir John Radcliffe 

Richard Radcliffe 

Sir John Radcliffe 

Sir John Radcliffe 

Anne Radcliffe, married Sir James Harrington. She was also the 
grand daughter of Hugh Standish 

Alice Harrington, married Ralph Standish 

Roger Standish 

Elizabeth Standish, married James Prescott 

Roger Prescott 

Ralph Prescott 

John Prescott, b. 160), came to America 16),0 

lydia Prescott, be 1641, married Jonas Fairbanks 

Jabez Fairbanks, b. 1670, d. 1758 

Thomas Fairbanks, b. 1707, d. 1791 

Dorothy Fairbanks b. 1738, d. 1902. Married James Myrick and 
James Myrick the 3rd, b. 1771, d, 1853 

Orlando lMyrick, be 1799, d. 1880 

Francis Henry Myrick, b. 1826, d. 1912 

Kate evelyn Myrick, b. 1856, d. 1919, Married Louis Crawford Porter. 
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The source of the material from which the preceding genealogy starting 
with Numericus Julius Julus is taken is a book by David Starr Jordan on The 
Genealogy of Presidents and Vice-Presidents of the United States. R. Howard 
Porter consulted this book in the Historical Library in Des iloines, Iowa and 
discovered that Charles Vi. Fairbanks who was Vice-President with Theodore 
Roosevelt was a direct descendant of Jonathan Fairbanks who built the Fairbanks 
House at Dedham, Massachusetts. Since Kate E. Myrick was known to be a direct 
descendant of Jonathan Fairbanks it follows that all of Jonathan's ancestors 
were likewise ancestors of Kate E. Myrick. 


A few references that were consulted in preparation of this genealogical 
record are as follows: 


1. Boughton, James. Rockwell-Keeler Genealogies of John Rockwell of Stamford, 
Conn. D.A.R. Library, Washington, D. C. 

2e Chapman, F. W. 1872. Trowbridge Genealogy. D.A.R. Library. 

3. Fairbanks, Lorenzo Sales, 1897. Genealogy of the Fairbanks Family of America. 
DAR. Library. 

4. Houghton, John W. The Houghton Genealogy. Published by Frederick He Helchcock, 
NeYe 

5. Jordan, David Starr, Record of Title of Publication misplaced. It dealt 
with the genealogy of presidents and vice-presidents of the 
United States. 

6. Merrick, George Byron, 1902. Genealogy of the Myrick Family, 1636-1902, 

7. Paine, Ralph D. Jobey, Rockwell's Powder Horn. The Junior Classics. 
P.F. Collier and Son, Publishers 

8. Prescott, William. M.D. 1870. The Prescott Memorial of the Prescott 
Families in America. 

9. Rockwell, George L. 1927. The History of Ridgefield. 

10. Selleck, Charles M. 1896. History of Norwalk, Conn. 

til. Turner, Mary Rose Wilder, 1927. Book of Viilders. 

12. Virkus, B.F.A. 1930. Compendium of American Generals. Contains information 

’ about Major General Humphrey Atherton 

13. Colonial Families of the United States, Vol. IV, Iowa Historical Library 
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